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Abstract
This paper features the eyewitness accounts of some 10 victims of martial law in Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanao. Most of the eyewitnesses belong to the lower strata of the Philippine social structure. They are
the nameless victims of a cruelty inflicted on a society that is interested mainly on the stories of the rich
and famous, the good and the beautiful. Recorded history has always delineated the “inarticulate”
(Constantino, 1975) to the background and denied them a space in the pages of history. This document
aims to shine the spotlight on the “ugly” reality: stories of courage, strength, and the will to live with
dignity during the martial law period. This paper also aims to show the millennial generation how the
youth of the recent past lived, suffered, fought, survived and managed to find their way through during
the dark years of martial law. And, in the process, learn from these virtual experiences. The nation has
lost a generation of leaders during the martial law period. They represent a generation of unrecognized
heroes who charted the nation’s destiny – willingly or unwillingly. Using the framework of a “peoples’
history where individuals can be correctly appraised” (Constantino, 1975), the paper puts to the fore the
people’s efforts to make changes in their own way that when validated collectively puts in contrast to the
well-oiled machinery of former President Marcos’ government. Some of the martial victims who survived
their ordeal at the hands of the government military and police had died while the data was being
gathered. A relative of a university professor gave this writer the typed manuscript of the person’s
testimony. Another, a farmer from the Visayas, allowed herself to be interviewed on behalf of her
parents. Some of the martial law survivors remain alive today to tell their own stories. Apart from the
interviews, the author also researched into the files of the Task Force Detainees of the Philippines,
Bantayog ng mga Bayani, and Claimants 1081, Inc. The SELDA files currently housed at the University of
the Philippines Main Library cannot be easily accessed during the research period and thus was the
limitation of this paper. The author also gathered data from the Commission on Human Rights (CHR).
Transcripts of the interviews were given to this writer as formally requested for this paper in 2017. The
CHR investigating team went to Malisbong, a barangay in the municipality of Sultan Kudarat in the
province of Maguindanao in the island of Mindanao in 2014. The Commission gathered data for its Stories
of Heroism and Resistance, Martial Law Oral History Project and uploaded it on Youtube for public viewing
in 2017.
Keywords: martial law, President Ferdinand Marco, “inarticulate,” survivors, military, human rights
violations
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military operations in the provinces. The
TFDP issued this statistical summary of
Counting the Undetermined Number of human rights abuses and public order
violation arrests in the Philippines from
Human Rights Abuses
September 1972 to February 1986. 4
Former President Ferdinand Marcos’ and
his family’s continued denials of human The TFDP recorded a total of 5,531 cases
rights violations had become an of torture, 2,537 summary executions, 783
intentional distortion of truth. He, disappearances, and 92,607 public order
however, by force of circumstances violations and arrests from September
admitted in a presidential address on 1972 to February 1986. 5
national television on 14 December 1974
Sister Mariani Dimaranan, TFDP head for
that there were 5,234 persons detained
20 years and a Franciscan nun who visited
due to his martial rule; 4,069 of the
detention centers and military camps,
number were alleged criminal offenders
explains in her book, which the TFDP
and 1,165 were political detainees. 1
compiled and published, that records
This number of political detainees will contain contradictory statements and
increase through the years. By virtue of data. The non-availability of the number of
Republic Act 10368, signed into law in detainees in “safehouses” makes it more
2013, the Human Rights Victims Claims difficult to ascertain or even approximate
Board was formed to identify the victims the number of political detainees. 6
of martial law atrocities and their relatives
During the second half of 1977, instances
for remuneration. The Board has
of salvaging indicated a growing practice
adjudicated 31,000 claims from a total
not only in Luzon but also in Visayas and
75,730 applications since 2015. It has
Mindanao. The nun says: “A highly placed
approved 4,000 claims as of May 20172
intelligence source bragged about a secret
and posted a list of eligible claimants on its
order by Marcos that if there are no
website.
witnesses to the arrest of a suspected
subversive or rebel, he should be executed
Claimants 1081, Inc., an organization of
without much ado (of course, after
victims and survivors of martial law,
interrogation).” 7
recorded close to 9,539 human rights
violations and won the case in the Hawaii Detailed accounts are difficult to gather
Court in 1992. 3
because of lack of witnesses, the nun
admits in the book. But while the military
Task Force Detainees of the Philippines
continuously denies the deaths of salvaged
(TFDP) said that the 14 years of President
victims, Mariani says that according to the
Ferdinand Marcos’ bloody rule had almost
TFDP record, there had been 30 cases of
100,000 persons arrested, many of whom
salvaging in one area in Mindanao over a
had been tortured. About 2,500 were
period of three months in 1977. There
summarily executed and close to 10
million persons had been displaced during

Introduction
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must be more unreported ones, she says the day: “Sister, they can’t apply for
in the book. 8
amnesty. They are not even in the official
list of detainees. They are in our hands.” 11
The nun likewise cites several reasons why
Based on the military’s statement, the nun
TFDP has no exact number of human rights
confirms the political prisoners who have
violations: 9
been there for months can easily be
1. While there were 82 detention disposed of or killed with nary a trace. A
centers throughout the country, Mindanao bishop corroborated Sister
there had been no data for the Mariani’s analysis when he said to her:
number of “safehouses,” because “Sister, detention here is a secondary
tortures, violation of human rights, problem. The bigger problem is how to
locate the missing people and bury the
had always been done in secrecy.
2. Political detainees had all been dead after they have been located.” 12
mixed up with criminal prisoners;
In Mindanao, detention was only
some were charged with criminal
secondary. Disappearances, salvagings and
offenses.
burials were graver concerns. The region,
3. Parents and relations were afraid
based on TFDP records, has the highest
to reveal that loved ones had been
number of human rights violations;
arrested or had been missing for
Visayan region comes in second.
fear of reprisals on those arrested
and their families.
For the period 1977 to 1984, 471 cases of
4. Arrests
were
not
reported disappearances in Mindanao had been
immediately to the Command reported to TFDP. This represents a 62Administration on Detainees or not percent increase in the number of people
reported at all.
who disappeared without a trace. There
10
5. “Small fries” or common people were 1,895 cases of extra-judicial killing or
were rarely mentioned at all; only salvaging during the same period. This
names of celebrities or popular represents a 65-percent increase from the
people were published.
previous reported cases of salvaging in
Mindanao. 13
Sister Mariani cites the case of 16 political
prisoners in Cotabato whom she visited in Massacres and hamletting uprooted more
1978. A relative of a Muslim detainee than 500,000 people in Mindanao in 1981,
egged her to visit him in a “makeshift pig the TFDP recorded. In the latter part of
pen” surrounded by barbed wires, the 1981, some 3,000 residents in 35 barrios
virtual prison for the Muslim political of San Vicente in Davao del Norte were
detainees the Ilocano soldiers had been forced to abandon their homes and settle
guarding. Invoking the supposed power of in designated hamlet centers. 14
amnesty, she firmly demanded that the Hamletting is the gathering of people from
prisoners be released to the custody of a far-flung areas to re-concentrate or group
nun in Mindanao. Sister Mariani was them in one place to deprive the New
surprised with the remarks of the officer of People’s Army or the Moro National
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Liberation Front of food and moral Naming the Nameless In the Palembang
support.
Massacre
The TFDP records further confirmed 14
bombing incidents and 14 cases of strafing
since 1981. Nine persons died as a result
of the bombings; 57 were also killed in the
strafing of military gunships. 15

Gruesome murders, rapes and tortures
indeed happened during President
Ferdinand Marcos’ imposed martial law in
Mindanao, starting in 1972.
Marcos
pointed to the heightened conflict
between Christians and Muslims in
Mindanao as the reason for the formation
of the Central Mindanao Command (CMC).
Despite the denial of CMC Commanding
General Retired General Fortunato Abat Jr.
of the massacre in Palembang in 1974, oral
testimonies and the bullet holes in the
Tacbil Mosque prove otherwise.

TFDP documented a total of 21,514 cases
of detention all over the country from
1972 up to 1986 and 17,723 cases of
arrests and detention from 1977 to June
1985. It further recorded 11,270 persons
arrested from 1973 to 1983 due to political
reasons. 16 Sister Mariani admits though in
her book that the number was far from
complete due to the difficulties Some 10 naval ships strafed Palembang,
encountered and the harassments they 100 kilometers away from General Santos
endured during the collection of data. 17
City, with bomb shells during early dawn
on 24 September 1974, the beginning of
The Profile of the Human Rights Victims
Ramadan. The bomb shelling occurred
almost seven months after the burning of
Profiling the political detainees, Sister
Jolo on 4 February 1974. This violent
Mariani says in the TFDP book that 80
incident affected the thousands of
percent, or even more, of the political
residents in the barangays of Malisbong,
detainees came from low income groups.
Kran, Lumitan, Butril and Balyano. The
They are farmers, tenants, laborers,
following testimonies are based on the
fishermen, workers and slum dwellers. No
CHR interviews:
numbers of male and female detainees
had been provided though. 18
Amina Gunay
Bantayog ng mga Bayani Foundation, in its
partial list of reported deaths and
disappearances, recorded a total of 3,261
victims where the institution was able to
verify, “under high standards,” the
martyrdom of 219 martial law fighters.
Names of these martyrs from 1972 to 1986
are now engraved in its monument. Five
heroes in the list were martyred in 1970
and 1971. 19

Amina Gunay, a farmer, was 67 years old
at the time of the CHR interview. Her
husband Sumel Antalin, 40 years old in
1974, had been missing since then. She
narrated how she and her husband were
forced to separate by the soldiers of the
15th Infantry Brigade on 22 September
1974. He was forcibly huddled with the
more or less 1,400 Muslim men20 inside a
mosque.
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She said she wanted to bring him food in
the mosque but was stopped many times.
Until one day, she was allowed to see him
but to her surprise, her husband was shot
to death in front of her. She said:
“Sinabihan ako na pag lalapit ako sa
kanyang katawan, ako ang isusunod.
Tumakbo na ako. Iyon na ang huli kong
pagkakita sa kanya. Hindi ko na nakita ang
katawan o bangkay ng asawa ko.” 21
Amina blamed herself for not being able to
help her husband nor even come near his
body. Search for his body was futile. No
one knew where his remains were.

She described it in her own words:
“Mainit, mahirap, gutom. Ang mga bata
ay nagkakasakit. Halos may namamatay
araw-araw. May mga ginawa din sa mga
babae. Para kaming mga baboy na nagaagawan ng pagkain pag nagsaboy sila ng
mga pagkain.”
Amina also revealed that after four days in
the ship, they were brought to Culongculong, a place that rightly so describes
the word. They were kept there as
prisoners for over two months. Called
hamlet23 in the human rights lingo, she
said: “Mga lampas two months kami sa
Culong-culong. May mga batang namatay.
Ang babae ay inabuso. Parang kulungan
ang
lugar,
di
kami
basta-basta
makalabas.”

According to the CHR, some 148 out of the
1,485 men who were brought to the
mosque were massacred inside. The
others were brought out in batches – by
fives, by tens – and shot to death to be Abdul Sucor Tacbil
buried in their own dug holes. 22
Abdul Sucor Tacbil was only 11 years old
She was one of the 3,022 women and when his father, Bilik Tacbil, the one who
children who were brought via pump led the building of the Muslim mosque in
boats to the ships that were visibly far Malisbong, was killed. Already 61 at the
from the shore. Those ships docked two time of interview, he recalled that his
days earlier before the bomb shelling. father, together with other men, were
There was an old American man and forcibly brought to the mosque and
Filipino naval officers named Ballano and detained there. He also remembered that
Usman in the ship, she said.
the soldiers took his mother’s veil used to
Amina further said they had been exposed cover her head and hung it as a banner in
to the sun with neither food nor water for a nearby tree. It symbolized the takeover
four days. Four out of five of her children of the area that was allegedly the center of
survived the ordeal. The youngest, an the Muslim and Christian conflicts in 1974.
infant, died in the ship and was thrown
into the water much like other babies and
children who died of extreme heat and
exhaustion until September 28. Women
were also raped in the ship, Amina
testified.

The younger Tacbil narrated that the nonstop bombing forced the people to
scamper up the mountain for safety. The
soldiers pursued them, however. He,
together with the other children, was
brought to a ship in the middle of the sea.
They were hungry and scared. They were
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exposed to the sun. He likewise saw dead Dondo Balabang
children being thrown at sea.
Dondo Balabang, a Muslim farmer,
His father died inside the mosque. The narrated how peace negotiations between
blood-spattered mosque bore bullet holes, the barangay officials of Palembang and
telltale signs of murder in cold blood, the military officials were conducted. The
according to him. He heard stories from military insisted on calling the people to go
adults saying that the men were tied and down from the mountain. He said:
herded by batch outside of the mosque on “Pagbaba namin, pinaghiwalay ang mga
a daily basis. Some of them were burned babae at lalaki. Sa barangay hall ang mga
to death. There were no more news babae at sa mosque ang mga lalaki. May
whatsoever from them.
sumigaw na: “Sa loob ng 15 minuto, pasok
kayo lahat, kungdi, may parusa kayo!” 27
Hadji Mohammad Fauzi Piana
There were plenty of soldiers guarding the
Hadji Mohammad Fauzi Piana was 40 mosque. The men were punched, kicked
years old and already an Imam, a Muslim and were hit with gun butts. He had a
religious priest, when the Palembang broken back as a result of this, he said.
massacre happened. He was also brought Men were commanded to dig their own
in the mosque but was spared because he graves. Others were instructed to climb up
can cook. Soldiers also made him their the coconut trees to feed the men inside
helper for their personal needs. He the mosque. Bulinaw (small fish) were
described the reason why he was spared: sometimes thrown at them. 28
“Ginawa nila akong katulong.” 24
The Muslim prisoners also defecated
He overheard a military official talking to inside the mosque. What was once a clean
one Governor Siongco who instructed the and sacred place became dirty and foul.
soldiers to imprison the men in the Balabang also disclosed that he saw a
mosque. 25
fellow prisoner who was tied on a raft, put
They scampered for chopped coconuts and on dried leaves and then burned to death.
29

whatever food thrown at them. They also
drank water from the drum where the Some of the men were brought to the
soldiers spit and urinated. 26
shore and gunned down. Balabang
He said he heard gunshots inside the surmised their bodies were thrown to the
mosque daily. Later, he saw tied men sea. There are also mass30graves at the back
being brought out of the mosque by of the mosque, he said.
batches of five or 10. The men never Balabang also saw Governor Gonzalo
returned, he said.
Siongco outside of the mosque. Balabang
disclosed Siongco to have said: “Patayin
ang lahat ng Muslim sa loob ng mosque.”
31 Siongco’s plane crashed while he was on
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travel several months after the massacre, constantly harassed: their house was
Balabang said.
strafed with gun bullets, Zosima’s five
children had to duck for cover even during
It was Mayor Hadji Cruz who saved the
floods and had to hold on to tree roots so
Muslims from the throes of death,
that they may not be carried by the
according to Balabang.
current.
Balabang lost his father, brother and
Zosima described her husband as a silent
relatives in the ordeal. 32
and hardworking man. The priest she calls
Padre Adre offered to give Vic a decent
Zosima Santa Iglesia Evale 33
burial. But the Tadtad-CHDF group
Two years after Zosima Evale, 68 years old, instructed some seven prisoners to bury
was released from prison in Abuyog, Vic’ body without the head. They wrapped
province of Leyte, merged group of the the body with a native mat and dug a
Tadtad and Citizens’ Home Defense Force shallow grave for his headless body.
(CHDF) beheaded her husband with a She revealed her barangay was desolated.
small knife in broad daylight on 27 June Her family refused to leave their house as
1987. No one dared to stop the gruesome they had no place to go to. They would not
murder.
want to go to the hamlet in Barangay
Unsuspecting of the tragedy, Victor
Espinos Evale, Zosima’s husband, was
calmly having coffee outside his would-be
son-in-law’s house. He was shot first
before being beheaded by Felipe “Pepe”
Alvero. Victor was 41 years old. Proud
members of the merged Tadtad-CHDF
group paraded his head in town and
brought it to the municipal hall.

Pikasor in Abuyog, Leyte. The military first
massacred the people there in 1985. It was
at this time that Zosima was involved in a
petition to remove a military camp in
Dingli, also in Abuyog.

The military threatened to bomb the place
should Zosima and others continue to
escape them. Two days before the military
imposed deadline for them to surrender
The scene was reminiscent of a historical on 18 August 1987, Zosima finally
past. Spanish forces with brainwashed surrendered.
Lutao (of Mindanao) cut off the babaylans’ The Evale children, now all grown-ups, had
(female priestesses) heads while shouting lived in fear. Zosima – calm, collected and
“Tadtad!,” which literally means cut to soft-spoken at the time of this interview –
pieces, in Samar and Leyte in the 17th remains to seek justice.
century.
34
The pseudo-religious Tadtad was feared in Cesar Melencio
Barangay Tab-oc, Sitio Nalibunan in
Cesar “Sonny” Melencio was 22 years old
Abuyog, Leyte. They kill men and women
when men of the 5th Constabulary Security
who were suspected members of the New
Unit arrested and brought him to a military
People’s Army. The Evale family were
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safehouse, a two-story apartment along shooting loads of pain up to my head. It
Samar Avenue at the corner of Borromeo was both painful and suffocating.…” 35
Street in Quezon City, on 20 October 1977.
While he was under water cure, another
His 11-day ordeal started when he was torturer lit a cigarette and burned his body
blindfolded and his hands manacled and genitals. His skin was already numb
behind his back. He endured several types and did not feel it until he heard another
of tortures and was lucky enough to free torturer saying he was making his body an
himself from the handcuff because he was ashtray.
able to play a mind game with one of his
He also experienced Russian roulette,
captors and his right arm has become too
cymbals and many forms of mental torture
thin for his handcuff.
in the preceding days. Until on the 11th
Some nine years later, his captors will lead day, he told the one left to bring him food
the Reform the Armed Forces Movement that his tight handcuff had caused the
that
helped
topple
the
Marcos swelling of his right hand. The man
government in 1986.
loosened his handcuff a bit.
A “bulky interrogator,” whom he found
out to be then Captain Rolando Abadilla,
had threatened to salvage him. He
remembers that a few minutes before the
“intensive torture,” his blood pressure was
taken first, presumably to confirm if he will
survive the unimaginable pain.
Punching, kicking and hitting his shin with
a stick were the first order of the day. He
had to roll down the floor twice over away
from his torturer to collect his energy and
pretend that he was in too much pain.
Water cure came next. He recounts his
experience: “The first night of my torture
was a night full of torture without rest. My
body was numb from the beatings.… They
stripped me naked, made me lie down on
the spring-wired bed without mattress and
tied my hands and feet to the four corner
posts of the cot…. They placed a towel on
my face and repeatedly pour water onto it.
The water dripped into the banyera (tin
bucket) they had placed under the bed.
But most of it seeped through my nose,

In a matter of minutes, he managed to
remove both his right and left hands,
inched his way to the veranda and jumped
from the apartment breaking his ankle. He
ran for his life, pleaded people in cars,
cabs and bus to take him in – he looking
more like a drug addict without shoes or
slippers. Until he reached the family house
with the help of two men who pitied him
because he can no longer walk. They
carried him by putting his left and right
arms on each of their shoulders.
Juliet Corazon Lacdo-o 36
Petite Cora was accosted by seven burly
armed men and was taken to a military
safe house on 14 June 1979. She was
blindfolded, slapped, put bullets in
between her fingers then squeeze them
and threatened to be buried alive in a
construction site near a two-story
apartment.
After four hours of interrogation, she was
brought to the basement where she was
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stripped naked. She was shaking from
extreme fear. The men took turns
interrogating her, threatening to put the
broom handle inside her, and that they
will rape her. She said there were about 30
men in the safe house based on the
different voices of her interrogators.
That was a night of hell, she described. In
between interrogation and threats, she
drowsed off from exhaustion and slept
naked on the cold cement floor. When it
was the turn of another interrogator, she
was asked to sit on a chair with a bulb light
right on her face. She could no longer
count how many times this happened. She
could no longer remember the details. The
last she remembered down the basement
was that she menstruated.
Still naked and blindfolded, she was asked
to go upstairs to dress up. This time, a
“good cop” tried to persuade her to give
names of people and addresses. She told
her: “They are bad; you can trust me
though. I can help you out of this place.”
Failing to extract information from her, the
“good cop” shouted at her.
She was then instructed to cook breakfast
for them. “Ipinagluto ko sila ng sinangag
at ulam,” she said. After a few hours, she
was blindfolded again and taken to a car.
She was with a military officer and a
driver. Thinking that she will be salvaged,
she prayed that someone may get to see
and save her. She had been thinking to
herself: “Tulungan ninyo ako. Sana, may
tumulong sa akin.” She kept on repeating
this mantra until her blindfold was
removed. They were inside Camp Crame.

Cora said she could not remember if she
cried. No, she never cried during her
ordeal, she finally said. The physical,
mental and emotional torture, however,
would take its toll on her after she was
released from prison.
She suffered a nervous breakdown. She
had been hearing people on rooftops who
she said may arrest her again, or may kill
her and her family, or may kill her husband
and
her
children.
She
became
agoraphobic, afraid of big spaces.
To top it all, Cora tried to commit suicide
by slashing both of her wrists. Fortunately,
she was saved. Her husband had to tie
both of her arms for her not to commit
suicide again.
Many years later, she will realize that this
experience had also affected her husband,
children and parents who had seen her
underwent nervous breakdown. Her scars
remain.
Lui Quiambao Manansala37 (Her own
story)
“I was walking around 2 pm sometime in
the second week of March 1973 along a
street in San Antonio Village, Makati,
when ______________, head of the
arresting unit (under the ISAFP), and
______________, a former activist who
later turned military agent after his arrest,
got off a private jeep and cornered me.
They forced me into the jeep where two
more military agents in civilian clothes
were waiting. I later found out that one
was a member of the notorious gang
called the ‘suzuki boys,’ and the other was
________________, a former activist who
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after his arrest and while in detention answers he wanted to know that
cooperated and joined operations to ‘spot’ afternoon.
persons he knew were active in the
“After lunch, the four abductors sat
movement.
around
me
in
the
sala.
“They brought me to a safehouse beside a _____________ordered the suzuki boy to
public school I recall as Lopez Jaena close the windows and the door so that,
Elementary School in a barangay along the according to him, no one could hear my
Pasig River.
screams from outside. They told stories
about the torture many detainees have
“Once in the safehouse, I was interrogated
undergone and which I may also have to
without letup to force me into giving
undergo, such as water treatment, and
information on my current involvements,
electric shock, if I did not tell on my activist
my activist friends and their whereabouts.
friends. They asked if I knew what ‘pila_____________ and company threatened
balde’ was and added that several men
me with rape and salvaging when they
outside were waiting in line and raring to
could not get any satisfactory answers.
take turns raping me. They also unloaded
“At about 10 or 11 pm, they brought me to the bullets of a revolver in front of me,
the riverbank. There they bound my wrists leaving one inside, and then pointed the
with a rope tied to a big rock. They gun at my head to show me what ‘Russian
threatened to bash my head with the roulette’ was. While they were ‘psychesame rock or shoot me, and push me into ing’ me with those threats to break me
down, they asked the same questions from
the river if I continued to keep silent.
the moment they started interrogating
“After almost two hours, they appeared to me.
get tired of everything and brought me to
another house (owned I guess by the “Finally, they lost patience and gave me an
suzuki boy’s relative) in the same ultimatum. They gave me five minutes
barangay. I was left alone with after which I have to ‘talk.’ The deadline
___________ who was ordered by came but I still did not talk. The suzuki boy
_____________ to rape or shoot me that got hold of my blouse and tore it off
violently, leaving scratches on my chest. I
night if I still resisted cooperating.
screamed and cried hysterically, afraid
“Fortunately for me, _____________ was that I would be stripped naked and
too tired to follow ___________’s orders. molested by the abductors. The suzuki boy
He slept while I hardly slept a wink, fearing slapped me in an attempt to stop my
________________ would sexually abuse hysterics. It hurt so much that I forced
me or kill me. When he awoke, I continued myself to sob silently.
requesting that I contact my family or a
lawyer. That morning, _____________ “After a few minutes, I asked
fetched me and brought me again to the ____________ if I could go to the
safehouse. The interrogation continued. bedroom and rest for a while. He said yes.
He warned that I have to give him the That gave me the chance to think and plot
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my moves when they call me again for
another round of interrogation. True
enough,
after
about
an
hour,
______________ called me back to the
sala.

said, ______________ may release and let
me go home.
“When ____________’s time came to talk
to me, I made him believe that I’d work for
them so long as they set me free. He then
gave some instructions on what to do and
what information I needed to get for
them. He also ordered me not to talk
about my arrest to my activist friends so I
can get into the organization without them
suspecting that I was working as a military
agent for the ISAFP.

“______________ held out a piece of
paper with a sketch showing the general
area where I was arrested. He wanted to
know the house I was going to. I saw in
that sketch the houses where my activist
friends stayed but later have abandoned.
____________ knew about these; in fact
we met in one of those houses a few
“At around 10 pm, we left and drove to
months before he was arrested. Then, he
where I was abducted. But I directed them
told me we would have a short trip in the
to a place outside San Antonio Village but
area that night.
still in Makati until we reached the house
“I agreed I would show them the house I where __________ and I met months
knew in the area on the condition that I be before. I knew beforehand that the place
brought home to my mother and let her had been abandoned, a fact that has been
know of my situation. Then they left, confirmed
when
________________
leaving me with a young woman who investigated and found only the new
came to talk and ‘sympathize’ with me. residents of the apartment. I was afraid
The woman talked about her ‘ordeal’ with they’d take me back to the safehouse. But
the military when she was arrested as a I guess I really did convince them I’d work
youth activist. She talked in detail about for them because they finally drove me
the sexual abuse she experienced for not home at past midnight.
initially cooperating with the military. She
“That
made
me
realize
that
also tried to convince me to do as she had
______________was really serious about
done, that is to cooperate, so I would not
his plans for me – to make me their spy.
be sexually abused. I then realized that the
For the next six years after my arrest on
woman’s talk with me was some kind of a
that fateful day in March 1973, I had to
threat planned by ______________ and
contend silently with the psychological
company to sustain and build up my fear
trauma of my arrest and mental torture
of being tortured until we go for the short
inflicted on me by ________________ and
trip that night.
company.
“Before we left for the short trip,
“I had frequent nightmares and sometimes
________________pulled me to one side
would urinate in my sleep. I refused to
and tried to talk me into involving myself
leave the house and get out on the streets.
with the movement and working as a spy
And during the few times that I did have to
for ____________’s unit. If I agreed, he
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go out, I got so paranoid, thinking that
every man on the street was out to get
me. I went into fits of crying, afraid of the
possibility of being arrested again and
going insane if ever I’d go through another
torture session.

give his name when Dante asked for it)
greeted him: “Tumaba ka yata ngayon.”

The picture of Dante Laurico was holding
was taken sometime in 1971 or 1972 when
Dante was still a student in Ateneo or
University of the Philippines where he
“Now, I wonder if I have completely transferred.
overcome my trauma. Frankly, it took me
Dante invited the accosting team to be
some time to sit down and write down my
seated in the sala. Laurico said they are
story, because doing so would force me to
inviting Dante to Camp Crame. Laurico
relive the fearful ordeal in that barangay
produced a photocopied copy of a warrant
along the Pasig River.”
of arrest when Dante was asking for an
original one. His name was written last on it,
Dante Ambrosio38
obviously an after-thought as it was written
Heavily armed men in combat fatigue from a different typewriter. Dante refused
surrounded Dante Ambrosio’s house in to go with them without the original
Malabon during the first arrest at six in the warrant of arrest.
morning on 7 October 1979. From the
Laurico told him the original copy was in the
ground floor of their two-story house, his
car or office. Dante was thinking of his
mother called him, telling him the military
family and other people who may be
were already in the sala. Dante shouted
apprehended if he stayed longer in the
back and told his mother to let them wait
house so he agreed to go with the military.
for him. He will be coming down.
His mother insisted to Laurico that Dante
The Military Intelligence Service Group must be accompanied by his younger
(MISG) had already been scouting Malabon brother Jun because her elder son had a
the night before he was accosted. There rheumatic heart disease and that his nose
were two Dantes in the area: the other one always bled.
was a neighborhood toughie. Residents
Upon coming out of the house, three cars
were pointing at the latter. People never
had already been waiting for Dante. Heavily
thought he military were looking for Dante
armed men in plainclothes suddenly sprang
Ambrosio, the silent, sickly former student
up from behind the house where Dante first
of Ateneo University.
intended to jump off the roof to escape.
They could not find him. The military was Good he changed his mind, he thought. The
forced to seek the help of the local police men had armalites and high-powered guns.
who knows the area. It was this police who
He was brought to Camp Crame. On the
spoke with Dante’s mother. His feet had not
same day, he sent his younger brother Jun
yet touched down the stair’s last step when
home and asked him to relay this message
MISG Colonel Delfin Laurico (who refused to
to their father: “Huwag kang mag-alala;
hindi masisira ang pangalan mo.” His father
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and uncle were guerillas during the
Japanese occupation. The Ambrosios
suffered extreme torture at the hands of
the Japanese and almost died. They never
faltered and did not give any names or
information.

It was Abadilla who had asked him many
questions
without
stop.
“Tactical
interrogation,” that was how Dante
described it. There was a light bulb above
his head amid a dark room. Plenty of people
were around but he cannot see them.
Abadilla showed him a gun and asked him
to hold it, apparently to know if Dante
knows how to shoot. He failed him; Dante
had not known how to hold, much more
fire, a gun.

Laurico sent Dante home during his first
arrest. It turned out that Laurico, together
with colonels Rolando Abadilla and Pat
Ordana, were accused of torture and were
under investigation by the military tribunal.
They earlier tortured a husband and wife; Failing again to extract information from
the wife, it turned out, is a daughter of a him, Abadilla tortured him with
high-ranking military official.
“pompyang,” hitting both his ears like
cymbals. The pain shot all over his head; his
He was not physically tortured during his
nose bled. “May sakit ako sa puso; may
first arrest, according to him. But he felt just
balinguyngoy ako,” he reminded Abadilla.
the same. The mental and psychological
His mother’s and Jun’s constant reminders
tortures had the same effects, he said. He
to the military men that Dante had RHD
was scared for his family, for his friends and
may not have been convincing to them.
for himself. The sound of door opening
Now, Abadilla saw him bled.
every time one comes in and out scared
him. He had severe headaches afterward.
“Malalaki at malalapad ang mga kamay
niya,” Dante said39. This colonel will be
That was the first arrest. The second arrest
elected governor of Ilocos during the time
will be more difficult for Dante.
of President Corazon Aquino.
After one week, military men in combat
40
gear arrested him again in the evening. This Adora Faye de Vera
time, they told his mother that Brigadier
Fidel Ramos was inviting Dante to Camp Adora Faye de Vera, Dong to her relatives
Crame. Another military told Dante that and friends, was born in Pangasinan on 31
December 1955. She is the youngest of the
Colonel Rolando Abadilla was inviting him.
six children of Julian and Candida de Vera.
At MISG office, he was told they had been She loved to read books under her favorite
mistaken in releasing him. He was promised sampaloc tree in the garden of their
he will be brought to Bicutan Rehabilitation middle class home in Quezon City. She
Center the next day.
graduated valedictorian in a public
elementary school, finished secondary
Instead, Dante was hauled inside a waiting
car under the cover of darkness. The driver education at the Philippine Science High
had turned the car lights off. He was School and became a scholar at the
University of the Philippines.
brought somewhere for interrogation.
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Her father takes pride in Dong’s simple
ways. As a teenager, she never asked for
new clothes. Hand-me downs from her
older siblings were appreciated. She too
loves cooking. Her father narrated how,
one day, he was surprised that Dong
cooked plenty of food. There was no
occasion to celebrate nor expected visitors
to come. His daughter scooped all the food
into casseroles and brought them to poor
neighbors who live in shanties at the back
of their residence.

Several days later, she woke up without
Rolando and Flora around. Nothing would
be heard from them since then. They are
now included in the long list of missing
persons
called
desaparecidos
or
disappeared.

For more than one year, the military kept
Dong in the safe house. It was here that
she hatched an idea to survive the ordeal.
She played mind games with her
tormentors. Dong thought that if she
chose one military man to become her
Dong’s ordeal began when she was boyfriend, only one man would be raping
accosted while doing organizing work in her. And so the highest military official in
Southern Luzon. She was gang raped by the area took her as his concubine.
military men – in the guise of extracting
She was given back her clothes and was
information from her. Together with two
allowed to have a room of her own. She
others, Rolando Morallos and Flora
got the trust – well, almost – of her
Coronacion, she was abducted and
military “boyfriend” who began asking her
brought to a safe house, an old building
to do some clerical job for him. A
that “looks like a beer house,” by the
typewriter was brought into her room and
combined forces of the Military
she became her captors’ official secretary.
Intelligence Security Group, Constabulary
She would be asked to type the military
Security Unit and 231st PC Company, in
report to the AFP or copy the names of the
civilian clothes, in Quezon province on 1
suspected activists or members of the New
October 1976.
People’s Army. Dong had an access to the
Some 20 men stripped them naked, military confidential files during martial
commanded then to run in circles, law – but not for long.
humiliated and interrogated them. A
One day, her captors became lax that
military asked Rolando to masturbate in
Dong was left alone in the safe house. This
front of Dong which he refused. He was
was the time she had been waiting for. She
mauled and his genitals battered with a
went up the second floor of the building.
whip while the men laughed. Dong and
Her best escape would be the small
Flora were raped continuously by 14 men
window in that part of the building she
(including three civilians) that she stopped
was forbidden to see. It leads to a roof and
counting how many times. She was naked
then out of the high fence. Suddenly, her
all the time and was given the upper
“boyfriend’s” car appeared entering the
portion of the double-decked bed to sleep
garage before she was able to jump to
on, the men below guarding her while
freedom.
playing cards and drinking beer.
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Her parents, a lawyer and a teacher,
siblings and friends launched a campaign
for the Marcos government to surface
Dong. The military was then forced to
produce her alive.

not for the CHR Project on Oral History.
Transcripts of the interview said that the
incident remains fresh in their minds as if
it happened only yesterday. Interviewing
and gathering data while the survivors are
still alive and corroborated with
Dong was finally released from capture a
documented records becomes oral history
few days before Christmas. She was
in the true sense of the word.
disoriented and felt like floating with
nowhere to go. Asked by this interviewer One cannot go wrong in interpreting the
how she got home, she directed her experiences based on the survivors’ own
answer to her eldest son whom she had words. The stories of the martial law
not seen for a long time. She had been survivors are reflected in the new coined
sending him her voice tape, she said, only words of the 20th century generation: The
to find out later that she was not place they called Culong-culong means
introduced to him as his mother while the hamletted area; salvaging, meaning to
boy was growing up.
save from, say, the ruins, has come to
mean killing after abduction without a
Ron de Vera, her son with husband
trace; Tadtad, meaning chop into pieces,
Manuel, would later find out who his true
really stood for what the name of the
parents are. He is now with the Amnesty
fanatic group did during martial law; and
International.
Suzuki boys, named after a motorcycle
Twenty-two years have passed since they brand in the 70s, were the informers and
last saw Manuel. Mother and son would assets hired by the military and police to
serve as their eyes and ears in pinpointing
never see the father again.
who the activists or the members of the
The Historicity of Oral History
underground movement were.
This writer stands firm that the
testimonies,
personal
stories
and
documentations as recorded on paper and
tape have historical authenticity. The
historicity of oral history is validated
within the context of a collective memory
of the survivors of the Palembang
massacre whom the CHR interviewed for
recording and legal purposes.
Reliability of first-hand accounts of the
Palembang massacre survivors is beyond
question even if the incident happened 44
years ago and may have been forgotten if

The stories of ordinary people - named and
unnamed - attest to the veracity of the
claim that arrests, tortures, incarcerations,
disappearances, hamletting, salvaging,
rapes and gruesome killings really did
happen during the time of President
Ferdinand Marcos' martial law.
The imposition of the martial law
emboldened and used the Metrocom, the
police, and the military against the helpless
people to perpetuate Marcos’ one man rule
and the elite democracy that has pervaded
the Philippine politics. They were an easy
target because they were perceived to be
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weak and cannot defend themselves.
Marcos’ “extraordinary authority” (McCoy,
2017) has covered up the extra-judicial
killings silencing the people at the lowest
strata of the Philippine society while he was
in power.

The “Unifying Thread” (Constantino, 1975)
Resistance of the common people to the
powers-that-be had started in recorded
history since the babaylan struggles against
the Spanish colonizers. Focusing the
historical limelight on Bankaw, his babaylan
Pagali, Dagami, Dagohoy and many more to
be retrieved in the dustbin of Philippine
history during the 16th century, this paper
writer can conclude that there is indeed a
historical continuity in the people’s
struggles.

Except for Manansala and de Vera who
belong to the middle class, the eight victims
and survivors of martial law are at the
bottom rung of the Philippine society. Out
of the poor eight, Ambrosio and Melencio
were able to have the coveted university
education at the University of the
th
th
Philippines. All six had no access to Toward the 17 century until the 18
education, health and other government century, the nameless babaylans who were
mostly women or who were led by male
services. They are dirt poor.
leaders concealed to be women (one was
The goal of adding their experiences to Tapar in the Bisayas) figured out on the
historical records and sharing them in open clashes against the guardia civiles. They
democratic spaces may finally be met. Their were the Babaylanes, Dios-Dios or the
stories must be recorded and written for Colorums.
the next generation to know what really
th
happened during martial law and so that In the 19 century, Hermano Pule’s
lessons be culled and learned from them. Confradia de San Jose had demanded for
Hearing the voices of the nameless may religious freedom.
somehow give them a space in a society The Katipunan whose members were
that marginalizes them, particularly those in mostly peasants, trabajadores in the
the Muslim south.
printing presses, modistas, sastres,
Likewise, it is important to focus on human
rights violations during state-perpetrated
violence and state-controlled repressions to
deliver a point: while ordinary people are
voiceless, the peoples’ collective memory
must not be forgotten. Hidden stories were
uncovered, retold and put on this paper
from the eyewitnesses themselves. It is
preserving the memory of a generation who
fought, survived and died during martial law
years – particularly those of the nameless
inarticulate.

labanderas, cucheros and muchachas41 had
waged a war against the Spanish colonizers.
In the early part of the 20th century under
the American colonization, Macario Sacay, a
barber and theater actor who performed on
stage with Andres Bonifacio, was
demonized as a “rapist, bandido, tulisan” by
the Americans. The demand for land reform
and social justice will be continued later on.
Millenarian movements such as the
Sakdalistas during the Japanese period and
the Lapiang Malaya during the Marcos’
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incumbency continue to seek redress and
fight for social changes.
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